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Ottoman Jewelry in Cyprus
(Technical archaeological study)

Dr. Badr Abdel Aziz Badr *
Abstract:

During the Ottoman period, women in Cyprus were much
interested in jewelry pieces, and were keen to own and adorn
with them in public occasions and private celebrations. Thus, the
jewelers were clever in developing methods of jewelry formation
and decoration and the creation of various types of them, and so
they were of different sizes and shapes of gold, silver or copper.
The jeweler adapted the raw materials and shaped them in the
form of headdress-shaped jewels, earrings, necklaces, belts and
pins, bracelets and anklets. The Jewelers used precious stones as
well as multicolor enamel for inlaying Gold and silver works in
order to increase their artistic value. The Ottoman jewelers in
Cyprus created new forms of floral and geometrical motives
which were characterized by their variety, accuracy and density
of decorations, as well as their artistic and decorative richness.
The craftsmen were also creative in the coordination and
arrangement of decorative units according to engraving, snicking,
filigree and networking in an unprecedented way, where the artist
was able to fit these delicate decorative elements with the
precious metals and stones embedded in and therefore they
seemed to us something new. Actually the Ottoman jewelers in
Cyprus not only aimed from these ornaments to decorate women
and showing the artistic and atheisticall value of their jewels but
wanted to show the symbolic significance which seems in the
expression of the feelings and beliefs that the Cypriot society
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believed in during the Ottoman era. The art of jewelry making in
Cyprus was characterized by several influences coming from the
peoples of the neighboring countries of Cyprus and overlooking
the Eastern Mediterranean basin.
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